Honor Japanese IV
Instructor: Hiroko Schierman

AHS:  975-9300 
E-mail: hschierman@k12albemarle.org
Website: http://ahssensei.weebly.com/
Office hours: during CHAT 
Dear Students,

The followings are your first assignment.

1. Read through this syllabus.  You will be quizzed on the content.

2. Go to my website and fill out the student survey and submit it electronically.

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Please complete the following by 8/30/2015.

Go to my website and fill out the parent/guardian contact form and submit it electronically. If you have any problem, please contact me at my email address. 

Course Objectives:

This is an advanced course for students who completed Japanese III.  My goal is to advance your skills in Japanese and to introduce new and more complex sentence patterns in a stimulating and challenging way. We will also focus on speaking skills in this level. To achieve this goal, you will engage in various classwork to gain the knowledge and skills. More Chinese characters will be introduced in this class. You will explore different aspects of Japanese culture, such as current issues and the government system.

Course Standards: A copy of the Foreign Language Standards of Learning can be found at the following web site: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Instruction/Language/flsol.pdf. 

These standards focus on:

· person-to-person communication

· listening and reading for understanding

· oral and written presentation

· cultural perspectives, practices, and products

· making connections through language

· cultural and linguistic comparisons

· communications across communities

Textbook and Workbook Requirement

1. Dekiru Nihongo – Beginner

2. Dekiru Nihongo Grammar Notebook 

3. Dekiru Nihongo Vocabulary Notebook
What to bring to the class:

· paper 

· Pencils 
· A USB flash drive 
Expectation 

1. Respect

· When I am addressing the class, I expect all students to be listening.  

· Please do not interrupt class.  Interruptions include: walking around with no reason, asking me impertinent questions, talking to a neighbor, doing homework in class.  These behaviors will result in the deduction of your daily participation points.

· We all make mistakes and that is fine; they help us learn.  Learning the languages will be a lot easier if you feel comfortable making them in class.  Be supportive of each other.
· You are expected to speak only in Japanese during class.  If you don’t have anything to say in Japanese, use your ears to listen. 
Speaking in English at the wrong time will result in the deduction of your daily participation points.

2. Practice, practice, and practice!

· Listening and speaking practice in class is important.  I expect you to stay on task and have maximum time of practice to improve fluency and pronunciation.

· Japanese characters are very different from alphabets.  You need a lot of practice to pronounce and write them correctly.  If I correct any of your handwritings in red, it means you need to pay attention to the details and improve your handwriting.    

Grading Categories and Weights: 
1. Culture



5%
2. Vocabulary 


5%



3. Sentence Structure  

10%


  

4. Listening Comprehension

15%

5. Reading Comprehension

15%

6. Writing



25%

7. Speaking



25%





Grading Procedures: 
1. Quizzes (unannounced): These quizzes evaluate student’s ability to recall the knowledge of Japanese culture, vocabulary, and sentence structures, and to demonstrate their listening & reading comprehension. (Categories 1 through 5).  Students may retake them as many times as they wish to bring up the grade, until the end of the current grading period.  
2. Writing and Speaking Prompt: The students are required to demonstrate their writing and speaking skills periodically throughout the semester.  The instructor will grade their skills using writing and speaking rubrics.  The students can improve their writing and speaking grades by doing additional prompts after they go over the original prompts with the teacher. 
3. Midterm Exam: The midterm exam for Japanese 1 may take the form of either a traditional exam or a performance assessment in which all students are required to take the exam.  Performance assessments are project/portfolio in nature and may require group work.  All four skills, listening comprehension, reading comprehension, speaking and writing skills will be assessed.  There may be some outside work required.  You may not retake the exam. 

4. Final Exam: The final exam for Japanese 1 may take the form of either a traditional exam or a performance assessment in which all students are required to take the final exam.  Performance assessments are project/portfolio in nature and may require group work.   All four skills, listening comprehension, reading comprehension, speaking and writing skills will be assessed.  There may be some outside work required.  You may not retake the exam.

To evaluate student’s proficiency in writing and speaking skills, rubrics will be used.  I will use several different types of rubrics, depending on the type of projects.  Please visit http://teachforjune.com/resources/rubrics/ and http://www.fcps.edu/is/worldlanguages/pals/ to see the samples.

5. Final Grades: In determining the final semester grade, the quarter grades will count 40% each and the final exam will count 20%. 
6. Late Assignment: Although students need to make every effort to turn in assignments on time, sometimes sickness or unforeseen circumstances can prevent them from turning in assignments on time.    In case of late assignment, the instructor will have an individual conference with the student first.  Upon the instructor’ approval, full credit can be given for late assignment.  However, 1/3 of a letter grade will be deducted from the final grade on an assignment for each class day that it is turned in late without conference with the instructor. The assignment should be turned in before the beginning of the class.  My assignment will be mostly either a small or a big project.  A students needs to be ready to present their project at the beginning of the class. Thus, a student working on their assignment after the class started will lose 1/3 letter grade.
Examples of 1/3 of a letter grade deduction

Letter grades go as follows, in descending order: 
A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F+, F, F-. 
So if you had an A+ (98-100%), and you had a deduction of one-third of a letter grade, it would bring you down to an A (94-97%). 
If you had a B- (80-83%), and you had a deduction of one-third of a letter grade, it would bring you down to a C+ (77-79%). 
If you had a B (84-87%), and you had a deduction of one-third of a letter grade, it would bring you down to a B- (80-83%). 
7. Extra Credit: There is no “special” extra credit at the end of each marking period, just because a student’s grade is not good enough.  

8. Retakes: Students can retake the quizzes (Grading Categories 1 through 5) and do additional writing/speaking prompts (6 and 7) as many time as they like during the current grade period.  All the retakes should be done either before school or during CHAT.
Absences and Tardiness: Students must arrive to class on time. Work that is missed due to excused absences must be made up within 5 school days of returning to school.  The responsibility of promptly making up work lies solely with the student. When possible, students are asked to email or give other advance notice to Schierman Sensei regarding absences. 
Character: The instructor and the students will live up to the values espoused by the Six Pillars of Character: Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, and Citizenship. All students must show respect towards themselves, each other, and the instructor, Schierman Sensei, as guided by the Student Handbook, will handle lapses in this ideal equitably. Additionally, cheating on any test, quiz, or assignment will result in a zero grade on that item as well as a referral to the administration. 

***Cheating will NOT be tolerated. 
Communication: Please feel free to email at any time if you are concerned or have questions about your students’ grades or assignments in class or projects. My goal is to respond within 48 hours.  I will let you know if your child is in danger of failing any quarter via email or phone.

Please refer to the Student Handbook for the following policies. 

Attendance





Make-Up Work

Bullying





Parent/Student Portal

Cell Phone Policy




School Technology

CHAT 






Grading Scale

Exams and Exam Exemptions 


Honor Code

Graduation Requirements 




Please return to Ms. Schierman as soon as possible!!!

I have read and understood the above policies. 

Parent’s/Guardian’s

Printed Name: ______________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________

Student’s

Printed Name: ______________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________

Please share your child’s strength and challenges with me!

Thank you. 
Hiroko Schierman (World Languages/Japanese)
